











WEEKLY ENTERTAINERS 








For MONDAY, September 1, 1788. 





Memoirs of the late Mr. Gainfborough, the celebrated Painter, 
who died on Saturday Auguf? 3, 1788. 


R. Gainfborough was born at Sudbury in Suffolk, in the 

year 1727 :—his father, on his outfet in life, was poffefled 
of a decent competency ; but a large family, and a liberai 
heart, foon leffened his wealth to a very humble income. 

The fon, of whom we {peak, very early difcovered a pro 

enfity to painting :—=nature was histeacher and the woods of 
G ffolk his academy ; here he would pafs.in folitude his morn- 
ings, in making a fketch of an antiquated tree, a marthy brook, 
a few cattle, a thepherd and his flock, or any other accidental 
objects that were prefented. 

From delineation, he got to colouring ; and after painting 
feveral landfcapes from the age of ten to twelve, he quitted 
Sudbury in his 13th year, and came to London, where he com- 
menced portrait painter; and from that time never cott his 
family the leaft expence, The perfon at whofe houfe he 
principally refided, was a filverfmith of fome tate ; and from 
him he was ever ready to confefs he derived great affiltance, 
Mr. Gravelot the engraver was alfo his patron, and got him 
introduced at the Old A:zademy of the Arts, in St. Martin’s. 
lane. He continued to exercife his pencil in London f.r fome 
years, but marrying Mrs. Gainfborough when he was only 1g 
years of age, he foon after took up his refideace at !piwich ; 
and after praétifing there fora confiderable period, went to 
Vou. Xil, 295. 2 8B Bath, 
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Bath, where his friends intimated his merits would meet their 
proper reward. 

His portrait of Quin the ator, which he painted at Bath 
about 20 years fince, will be ever confidered as a wonderful 
effort in the portrait line ; and it is with a degree of venerae 
tion that Mr. Gainfborough always fpoke of Mr. Ralph Allen, 
Earl Camden, and a few other gentlemen, for the patronage 
and favour they extended to him here. 

The high reputation which followed, prompted him to re- 
turn to London, where he arrived in the year 1774 : after paffing 
a fhort time in town not very profitably, his merit engaged the 
attention of the King. Among other portraits of the Royal 
Family, the foll length of bis Majefty at the Queen’s Houfe 
will ever be viewed as an aftonifhing performance. From this 
period, Mr. Gainfborough entered into a line which afforded a 
becoming reward to his fuperlative powers. 

All our living Princes and Princefles have been painted by 
him, the Duke of York excepted, of whom he had three 
piftures befpoken: and among his later performances, the 
head of Mr. Pitt, and feveral portraits of that gentleman’s 
family, afforded him gratification. 

His portraits will pafs to faturity with a reputation equal to 
that which follows the pictures of Vandyke ; and his lands 
feapes will eftablith his name on the record of the fine arts, 
with honoors fuch as never before attended a native of this 
ifle. 

He was frequently fond of giving a little ruftic boy or girl 
a place in his Jandfcapes: fome of thefe poffefs wonderful 
beaaty : his Shepberd’s Boy, The Girl and Pigs, The Fighting 
Boys and Dogs, the one with Figures in Sir Peter Barrell’s pof- 
feflion, and feveral others of a like defcription, give him a 
very peculiar character as an artift over every other difciple of 
the pencil. 

The landfcape of the Woodman in the Storm, finifhed about 
18 months fince, and now at his rooms in Pall Mall, for exe 
preffion, chara@ter, and beautiful colouring, is of ineftimable 
worth. His Majefty’s praifes of this pitture made Mr, Gainf- 
borough feel truly elate ; and the attention of the Queen, who 
fent to him foon after, and commiffioned him to paint the Duke 
of York, were circumftances that he always dwelc upon with 
con{cious pleafure and fatisfaction. 

His mind was moft in its element while engaged in landfcape, 
Thefe fuvjects he painted with a faithful adherence to nature ; 
and it is to be noticed they are more in approach to the land- 
fcapes of Rubeus, than thofe of any other mafter. At the 
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fame time we muft remark, his trees, fore-ground, and figures, 
have more force and fpirit ; and we add, the brilliancy of 
Claude and the fimplicity of Rayfdael appear combined in Mr. 
Gainfbo-ough’sromantic fcenes. The few pictures he attempted 
that are ftiled fea-pieces, may be recurred to in proof of his 

wer in painting water ; nothing certainly can exceed them 
in tranfparency and air, 

But he is gone !—and while we lament him as an artift, 
let us not pafs over thofe virtues which were an honour to human 
nature ! Leta tear be fhed in affeftion for that generous heart, 
whofe ftrongeft propenfities were to relieve the claims of poverty 
wherever they appeared genuine ! If he felected, for the ex- 
ercife of his pencil, an infant from acottage, all the tenants of 
the humble roof generally participated in the profits of the 
piéture ; and fome of them frequently found in his habitation a 
permanent abode. His liberality was not confined to this alone, 
—needy relatives and unfortunate friends were further incume 
brancee on a fpirit that could not deny ; and owing to this 
generolity of temper, we fear, that affluence is not lef: to his 
amiable family, which fo much merit might promife, and fuch 
real worth deferve. 





Further Particulars concerning this celebrated Painter. 


In the neighbourhood of his father was avery refpectable 
clergyman of the name of Coyte; with the fons of this gen- 
tleman young Gainfborough and his brothers pafled much of 
theirtime, and from the inftru€tions of the old man reaped 
fome advantage. In one of thefe vifits there happened a vioe 
lent commotion in the family, on account of the parfon’s gar« 
den having been plundered of a great quantity of wall-fruit, 
and much pains was taken, but without effect, to difcover the 
thief. Young Gainfborough having one fummer morning rifen 
atan early hour, and walked into the garden to make a fketch 
from an oldelm, feated himfelf in an obfcare corner, and had 
jut taken oft his chalk to begin, when he obferved a fellow’s 
head peeping over the wall of the garden, which was next the 
road, with an apparent intention of feeing if the coalt was clear, 
This changed the young tyro’s objeét, and, inftead of fketching 
the elm, he, inthe tew momeuts before he was himfelf ob- 
ferved, made a ketch upon arough board of the head of the 
man, and fo accurate was the re(emblance, that he was inftantly 
kaown to be a man trom a neighbouring village, and upon a 
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clofe enquiry proved to be the fellow who had before robbed 
the garden. ‘This was fhewn about the village, and confidered 
asaflrong proof of a genius above the common ftandard ¢ 
the young Coytes lent him their drawing-books , and the boy 
fhewing extreme eagernefs in the porfuit, wandering through 
ficids, meadows, and woods, in fearch of rural fcenes, became 
talked of in the neighbourhood; and there not being any body 
in the country who could properly inftruet him in his ftudies, 
he was very foon afterwards fent to London, and here made 
his firft effays in the art by modelling figores of cows, horfes, 
and dogs, in which he attained very great excellence : there is 
a cait in the plafter-fhops from an old horfe that he modelled, 
which has peculiar merit. He foon after became a pupil to 
Mr. Gravelot, under whofe inftructions he drew moft of the 
ornaments which decorate the illuftrious heads, fo admirably 
engraved by Houbraken, which, were they as faithful in their 
reiemblance as they are exquifite in their execution, would be 
curicus and ufeful tothe phyfiognomiit, as well as they are to 
the collector ; but unfortunately thefe heads were copied by 
boys, and very frequently from unafcertained portraits, fent to 
Holiard to be engraved by Houbraken, and when returned, 
dignified with any illuttrious name which Mr. Koapton, the 
publither, thought proper. ‘Thurlow’s, and about 30 of the 
others, are copied from heads painted for noone knew who, 
Burt co return to Mr. Gainfborough—His firft efforts were fmall 
Jandicapes, which he frequentiy fold to the dealers at trifling 
prices, and when he afterwards engaged in portraits, his price 
was from three to five guineas ; but as he extended his fame, 
he advanced his prices ; and it may be added, that his powers 
2dvanced in nearly equal proportion, for his early portraits have 
very little to recommend them. Since his return from Bath, 
as wellas before, the portraits of his gentlemen have been 
very iuperior to thofe of his ladies, which being frequently de- 
figned trom women that were painted, gave a pencral appearance 
to all his femaies of painted women, 

[is portraits of the Angels of the Court frequently gave us 
as much the idea of angels as they could do, from having no 
particle of a grofs, earthy, or fubftantial form about them. 
Butin his portraits of men, imitation aflumes the energy of 
life. He is almoft the only Englih painter who atiempts the 
thin, brilliant ftyle of pencilling of Vaudyke ; and yet with 
all this blaze of excellence, with all this accuracy of refem- 
blance—and he gives not merely the map ot the face, but the 
character, the foul of the original—his |ikeneffes are attained 
by the indecifion more than the precifion ot the outlines. He 
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gives the feature and the fhadow, fothat it is fometimes not 
eafy to fay which is which; for the fcumbling about the fea~ 
turelooks like the feature itfelf; fo that he fhows the face in 
more points of view than one, and by that means it ftrikes 
every one who has once feen the original with being a refem- 
blance ; fo that while the portrait with a tigid outline exhibits 
the countenance only in one difpofition of mind, his gives it 
in many. His portraits are calculated to give effet at a diltance, 
and that effect is produced in fo eminent a degree, that the 
pi@ture may almof be miitaken for the original ; but clofely 
infpeéted, we wonder at the delufion, and find fcumbliag 
{cratches that have no appearance of eye-brows or noftrils. Hie 
told the writer of this article, that he never found any portrait 
fo difficale to hit as that of the late Mr. Garrick ; for when 
he was ketching-in the eye-brows, and thought he had hit 
upon the precife fitaation, and looked a fecond time at his 
model, he found the eye-brows lifted up to the middle of his 
forehead, and when he a third time looked, they were drop- 
ped like a curtain clofe over theeye ; fo flexible and univerfal 
was the countenance of this great player, that it was as im- 
pofible to catch his likenefs as it is tocatch the form of a 
pafling cloud. This portrait did not do any honour to eitner 
artiftor comedian, Very different is the full Jength portrait of 
Mr. Abel, with the dog under the table, which combines with 
the force of afketch the high finithing of a miniature. To 
this may be added many others of equal merit, though not 
finifhed with equaldelicacy. Indeed, finithing was not his aim ; 
we may almoft fay it was not in general poffivle to him ; for he 
ufually painted with a very long and very broad brath, ftood 
very tar from his canvas, and in a room with very little light. 
Portraits were not his forte ; his fame reits oo better ground ; 
upon arn almoft unparalieled extent of taleat in landicapes, 
animals, and figures. By figures, Ldo nct mean the well-dreft, 
high-powdered gentlemen of St. James’s, but the rattic, the 
peafant, the thepherd’s boy, and cottage girl, Here nature 
appears as ina mirror; and in thefe little finple fubjetts a 
ftory is told that awakens the moft pathetic fenfations, and 
equally evinces the truth, talte, and genius of the matter. In 
his land{capes he has at different times aflumed the manaer of 
many different artilts, and during the time he adaered to then 
equalled them all, and in fome of his latter pittures fo far 
united thele cifferent ityles, as to form one graad waole, pecue 
liarly his own, and peculiarly excellent. 

The firk matter he ttudied was Wynants, whofe thiltles and 
dock leaves he has trequently introduced into his early pictares. 

The 
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The next was Ruyfdale, but hiscolouring is lefs fombre, though 
the penciiling of the Englifhman was lefs accurate than that 
of the Fleming. He has fometimes very happily feized upon 
the beft manner of Teniers, and may like that artift be very 
properly called the Proteus of painting. In a view of come 
pany in St. James’s Park heafflumed the manner of Watteau, 
and prodaced a picture in many refpects fuperior to any Wat- 
teau ever ‘painted. Of the animals of Snyders he thought 
with admiration, and feems to have made that matter his model ; 
though, excellently as he painted animals, he never equalled 
that great artift. From a piéture of Morillio he copied the 
figure of an infant Chrift, which was engraved by Mayor, 
and is in effect not inferior to the original. In one of his 
landfcapes he has taken the idea of a Country Charch-yard 
from Mr. Gray, and the folemnity of the fcene and fituation 
of the figures have a moft picturefque and poetical effect ; 
but Mr. Gainfborough was nota man of reading, nor was the 
figure of Lavinia, which was lately exhibited, painted from 

homfon’s charaGter (for at the time the figure was painted, 
it is probable he had never read the book), but a little imple 
charaler from his own imagination. The figores, animals, 
and trees of his latter landfcapes, are not finifhed in the man- 
ner they were formerly, They have a more powerfal effect 
with lefs labour, and evince more genius with lefs pains. He 
was not the painter for the botanift, he did not minutely defcribe 
every fibreof a dock leaf, but gave thofe general refemblances 
which firike everyeye. A bank fpread with weeds and wild 
flowers, a lump of an old tree, which a gentleman would grub 
out of his eflate, acottage with fearce thatch enough to keep 
out the rain, were objects which he delighted in, and from 
which he produced interefting and delightful effects, though 
when clofely infpe&ted they appear mere blots. 

His mutical tafte was perhaps equal to that of any one of 
his cotemperaries, and he himfelf thought he was not intended 
by natare for a painter, but fora muiician, His fondnefs for 
the art was moft eothufialtic, and he would frequently feclade 
himfclf from all fociety for weeks together, for the fole pur- 
pote of praétifing it. 





OLIVIA; or, The Deferted Bride. 


LIVIA was the daughter of a gentleman who had been 

bred to a liberal profeflion ; but, being deprived of both 

her parents at an carly age, fhe was brought up under the care 
of 
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of Mr. Goldwyn, re&or of the parifh, a worthy man, who, 
with his wife, adopted the young orphan as their own child. 
Mr. Goldwyn enjoyed living worth about four hundred pounds 
a year; but, tooblige fome of his particular friends, he had 
been perfuaded to become tutor to fix young gentlemen, for 
whofe board and inftruction he was paid more liberally than he 
wifhed or defired. Among his pupils was Mr. Davenport, the 
younger fon of Lord Davenport, and Mr. Vane, the only fon 
of a gentleman of affluent fortune. Olivia, being remarkable 
for beauty and amiable accomplifhments, was beloved by each 
of thefe youths, between whom there fubfifted a jealoufy refpect- 
ing the objeét of their attachment ; but, though the endeavour- 
ed to conceal her affection as much as poflible, it became evi- 
dent that the gave the preference to the addrefles of Davenport, 
who was a year older than herfelf. About the ageof nince 
teen this young gentleman was called home by his father, who 
had purchafed for him a cornetcy in aregiment of horfe, and 
intended marrying him immediately to the daughter of a rich 
merchant in London. Nothing could do greater violence to 
the inclination of young Davenport than the latter of thefe 
propofals, as the beautiful Olivia was the entire miftrefs of his 
heart, and they had exchanged mutual declarations of eternal 
Icve and conftancy. So peremptory, however, were the injunce 
tions of the rigid Lord Davenport, and fo inflexible his temper, 
that, after enduring the utmott diflrefs of mind, the fon was at 
length induced to comply with his requifition, though at the 
expence of every happinefs in life, and of all that he held 
deareft in the world, 

Soon after the marriage of Davenport, Mr. Vane the father 
died, leaving to his fon an eltate of five thoufand pconds a 
year. The young heir had fcarcely taken poffeffion of the 
fortune, when, inflamed with the love of Olivia, he fet off in 
a polt-chaife from the family houfe, where he hada fhort time 
refided, to renew the declaration of his paffion, and folicit that 
fhe would grant him the longed-for happinefs of accepting him 
as her hufband. The fincerity of his attachment being an- 
queitionable, Olivia being now difengaged from every obliga 
tion to her former lover, and both Mr. and Mrs Goldwya 
ftrongly urging her to embrace an offer fo advantageous to her 
intereits, fhe was not long in confenting to the propofal, and 
their nuptials were accorvingly celebrated ; after which the news 
married couple fet off for Vane.Grove, the feat of the family, 

inthe mean time, Davenport, whom all the gaicties of 
fafhionable life could not coniole for the lofs of Olivia, was 
periectly unhappy, and panted afteran opportunity of a per- 
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fonal interview, to entreat her forgivenefs for his condu&t. No 
fooner was this imprudent refolotion formed than it was putin 
practice. He told Mrs. Davenport that bufinefs of the ut« 
moft importance obliged him to be abfent from her for a few 
days, Having procured a drefs that would conceal him from 
the obfervation of thofe that might know his perfon, he hired 
achaife, and immediately fet off on the journey. When hé 
had got within a few miles of the place, he put on the drefs of 
a failor, and proceeded to the village, where he took lodgings 
at an inn ; determined to remair till fome fortunate moment 
fhould offer that would procure him the opportunity of fecing 
the fair Olivia. 

After being a few days in this concealment, he learnt that 
Mr, Vane was engaged to go out a hunting with a party of 
gentlemep. The weather was fine. Olivia had formerly loved 
walking ; and it feemed probably that, in the abfence of her 
hufband, fhe would indulge her humour for a ramble among 
the various fweets which the country at this feafon profufely 
difplayed. Unknown and onfufpected, Davenport wandered 
round the houfe, faw every one that entered or came out, and 
very foon his impatient eyes were gratified with a fight of the 
bloomirg Mrs Vane, leaning upon the arm of a young lady 
of her acquaintance. He no fooner faw Olivia and her come 
panion feated under the fhade of a fpreading and venerable 
oak, in aretired part of the park, than he ventured to appear 
before them, ‘The ladies, alarmed at the fight, {creamed with 
terror, and endeavoured to efcape, bat were prevented from 
efieCiing their purpofe by the miferable Davenport, who, 
throwing himfelf at the feet of Olivia, informed her who he 
was, and that he had come to hear his pardon pronoanced 
from her lips, or Cie to expiate his fault. Olivia, unable to 
fpeak, or even to look, at the wretched objeét who was kneel- 
ing before her, fank back on the feat from which fhe had jaf 
riten, ‘* Is there no pardon, no peace,” he cried, ** forthe 
wretch who thus fupplicates to be forgiven ? Unkind Olivia ! 
did you but know the confliéting torments I endured ! how 
I was compelled to be another’s, or become an outcait, a bege 
gar! I was fo encompaffed, that no way was left for me to 
efcape. 1 muft be a wretch for life: but may you ever be 
happy, ever a ftranger to fuch mifery as I endure!” Olivia, 
foitened by this awful and pathetic addrefs, held out her 
trembling hand to the humbie {fupplicaat, who fnatched it to 
his bofom. She aflured him that the had wept for his incon- 
fiancy, but cherifhed no refentment, and, at that moment, 
lamented the miiery which he felt, Davenport, unable to 
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fuftain fuch a torrent of delight as the being convinced that 
Olivia did notexecrate and hate him, leaned againit a tree, 
but ftill kept the hand he had before feized, and which fhe had 
ftrugeled in vain to get from him. While he was io this at+ 
titude, Vane, whofe jealous temper harboured fome fafpicion 
that Olivia entertained a partiality for his former rival, in- 
ftantly burft from athicket of flowering fhrubs, where he had 
for fome minutes lain concealed. Rage and indignation over- 
fpread his countenance, and he infifted that Davenport thouid 
give him the fatisfaétion of a geatleman by an appeal tothe 
fword. Mrs. Vaneand Mils Pelham, the young lady, frightened 
to diftra€tion at this incident, flew back to the houfe ; where 
the former, folicitous for the fafety of her hulband, ordered 
the fervants inftantly to fly to his affiftance ; then hurried to 
her chamber, to give aloofe to the anguifh which this unfortu- 
nate morning had brought upon her. 

The refult of this meeting was a duel, in which Davenport 
received a wound ; but, by the affliftance of a furgeon, he 
recovered in a fhort time. A more deplorable catailrophe 
took place in the family at Vane-Grove. Mr. Vane, burn- 
ing with groundlefs jealoufy, determined on an immediate 
feparation from his amiable wife. He left her to occupy the 
manfion-houfe, with two maids and one man fervant, allowing 
her an annuity of two hundred poendsa year, bat debarring 
her from all company, except that of Mr. and Mrs. Goldwyn, 
for a few days once a year. In this melancholy reverfe of 
fortune a tedious interval elapfed, during which her enhippinets 
was intreafed by the villainous machinations of Rand:l, her 
hufband’s fteward ; until Mr. Vane, fatiated with the life of 
difipation into which he had plunged with the view of ex. 
tinguifhing his forrow, and becoming defirous of an explanation 
with his lovely confort, whom he began tothink he had unjuttly 
fufpefted of infidelity, returned from the coniinent, where he 
had fpent the greater part of thetime, On examining the ttate 
of affairs at Vane-Grove, and the whole conduct of Olivia 
from the day of their marriage, he was perfectly convinced of 
her innocence; and, with all the ardour of returning aticciion, 
implored her forgivenefs ot »is cruel and infatuated vebaviour. 
Nothing but the chearful found otf joy was now beard at the 
Grove and its environs; congratulations were received from 
every quarter ; and that connubial felicity, wiich had been fo 
early and fo long interrupted, refamed its original current, 
Hencefcrth every fucceeding day was ‘pent in tanquillity and 
virtuous enjoyment, whena fatal accicest ditluived for ever 
the union of the beit of hefbands and of wises. Mr. Vane 
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going one day a fkaiting, he ventured upona part of the ice 
which was not fufficiently frozen ; it inftantly gave way, and 
he was drowned ; leaving behind him the charming Olivia, a 
young and difconfolate widow. 

A fhort time after this event, Davenport, who, by the death 
of his father and elder brother, had come to the title of lord, 
was likewife freed from the bonds of matrimony by the death 
of hiswife. An opportunity now offered of trying again the 
force cf love on the heart of the tender Olivia. As foon as 
decency would permit, he determined on making the effort. 
For fome time fhe ubiftinately refifted his moft carneft folicitae 
tions ; 3 but at length, foftened by the ardour and fincerity of 
his paffion, and tarther induced by the urgent entreaties of Mr. 
and Mrs. Goldwyn, and others of her intimate friends, fhe 
confented to reward his conitant attachment by giving him 
that hand which had been through life the darling obje& of his 
fondett wifhes and defires, 





A Defeription of Birmingham and its Environs. 
By Carrain NortTHcore. 


y HIS town is very extenfive, and a great part of it ele. 

i gantly built. It contains upwards of 100,000 inhabi- 
tants 5 ant the hy 20° are all diminutive in fize, and fickly in 
their appe » from their fedentary employment. In Bir- 
m ngh has there is one very elegant and fpacious church, three 
chapels, and eight meeting: houfes for diffenters, This town 
istar from being diftinguil hed by zeal in religion, Dr. Priett- 
Jey’s latitudinarian priz ciples are adopted by thofe who confider 
femfelves as philojophers ; but the great mats of the people 
give themtelves very little concern “about reiigious matters, 
icldom, if ever, going to cl vurch, and {pending their Sundays 
n their ordinary working apparel, in low debauchery, What 


aaa 


relicion there is in Birmingham isto be found among the 


nucimic 


Dilie:terse 

itis well known that there 4 e many coiners of falfe money 
in Birmingham, a cireumiance that is eafily accounted for, 
trom the nature of the bafinefs in which they have been accuf- 


tumed to be emp loyed. Ic may be added, that there 1s a great 
cecal cf wick and low cunning among the Birmingham manue 
facturers in general, (t hough there are, no doubt, fome exe 
cepiicn:), as well as profligacy of manners. . This, may be 


owing 
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owing in part to the want of early education ; for the moment 
that the children are fit for any kind of labour, inftead of 
being fent to fchool, they are fet to fome fort of work or other ; 
but it is probably more owing to their being conftantly affociated 
together both in their labouring and in their idle hours, It is 
remarkable, that fociety corrupts the manners of the vulgar, as 
much as it fharpens their underftandiog. <— 

About 50 yeags ago, there were only three principal or lead- 
ing fireets in Birmingham, which at this day is fo crowded, and 
atthe fame time fo extenfive a town; a circum {tance which 
iluftrates, in a very ftriking manner the rapid increafe of 
our manufa@tures and trade in fteel and iron. It is not above 
three years fince pavements or foot-paths, formed of flag- 
ftones upon the London plan, were firft introduced in this piace. 
The ladies of Birmingham at firft confidered thefe fmooth 
pavements asvery great grievances. They were not fo con- 
venient, they faid, as their old foot-paths, or eafy to walk on, 
And this was the more remarkable, that the ftreets, fide-paths, 
and all, were not laid with good paving, but with round hard 
ftones about the fize of large apples, and of courfe fuch as ap- 
peared to ftrangers to be very troublefome to the walker, and 
even painful. 

The manofaturers of Birmingham, who are generally ace 
counted rich, are fuch as poffeis fortunes from 5 to 15,000l, 
A few are in poffeffion of much larger capitals ; but in general, 
they may be faid to be in eafy and flourifhing circumftances, 
rather than very rich or affluent, 

The number of carriages kept by private perfons has been 
doubled within thefe ten years: fo alfo has that of the womea 
on the town, Thefe different {pecies of luxary feem to have 
advanced in proportions pretty nearly equal. The people of 
Birmingham have often tried to eftablifh a coffee-hcufe ; but 
found this impoffible, even with the advantage of fub{cription. 
They are generally addicted to alehoufes and taverns. Accord- 
ing to the fize of the place there fhould be feveral coffee-houfes, 
taking our ftandard in this matter from London; but the 
genius of Birmingham is not yet fufficiently refined for coffee- 
houfes. It hovers over tap-rooms and wine vaults, and delights 
to enhale and contemplate ihe afcending clouds of tobacco 
imoke. The labouring and poor people of Birmingham fae 
but hardly ; their chief fuitenance being bread and cheefe, 
and ale, for which they pay five pence the quart, though this 
meafure is not fo large as a quart porter pot. ‘There is a porter 
brewery at Birmingham, the liquor produced by which is 
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equal in flrength to that brewed in London, but far inferior in 
flavour. 

It is not above 70 years fince there was any great variety of 
metal goods fabricated here. Coarfe locks and hinges, with 
common meta) buttons and buckles, formed before that period 
the whole amount of the Birmingham manofactures, But now 
thefe coarfe articles are manufactured in Wolverhampton, Wal- 
fal, Dudley, and other fmall towns near Bismingham. The 
fine and fafhionable goods are manufactured in the town of 
Birmingham itfelf. In the country round about are nailers and 
wood. fcrew makers, who work in their own cottages, and whofe 
prices are fo low that they get but very little money by all their 
Jabour. The women and children, as well as the men, are em= 
ployed in the manvfaéture of thefe articles. Sometimes the 
whole family will be occupied in one branch of bufinefs ; which 
fuits well enough, as the family makes large nails, and the wife 
and the children {mailer ones, according to their ftrength. This 
divifion of labour in the fame family, if ftudied and practifed in 
different kinds of Britith manufactures, might in this country, 
asin India, expedite Lufinefs, and aifo improve tae articles pro- 
duced by it. 

The induftry of the people in thofe parts is wonderful. They 
live here like the people of Spain and other hot countries, rifing 
at three or four o’clock in the morning, going to reft for a few 
hours at noon, and afterwards working till nine or ten o’clock 
at night. 

It is exceedingly remarkable, and highly worthy of obfer- 
vation, that induilry in manufactures in the diftriéts adjacent to 
Birmingham,: is wholly confined to the barren parts of the 
country. ‘This great town {lands on the fouth-eaft extremity of 
avery barren region. On the north and weit, but chiefly on the 
no:th-weil, where the land is very poor, that is, on the road to 
Wolverhampton and Shrewfbury, the country is full of the 
mot! indullrious manuf.&urers in the coarfe branches of bufinefs, 
both in detached houfes, and in villages and {mall towns, for 
many miles: baton the other fide, which is Warwickhhire, as 
you go fromBirmingham towards Coventry, Stratford on Avon, 
and Worceller,a circle including the points of eaft and fouth, 
end nearly that of welt, where the ground is fertile and well 
cultivated, there is fcarcely a manufacturer to be found of any 
kind, and in iron and feel none atall; thoagh you come by 
Geprecs into the countries where {pinning and weaving is carried 
op, manufactures of a lefs laborious nature than thofe of iteel 
audiron. {: might be thoughr at firit fight, that the difference 
in Gueiuon qight be accounted jor, trem the finzic circumitance, 
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that it isin the very center of the barren region that the pits 
are found, which fupply the manufacturers with the effential 
and encouraging article of coal. But the marked and fudden 
contraft between the barren and the fertile diftricts, in refpect 
of application and induftry in manufaQtures, is not fully ex- 
plained by this circumftance alone, tor within two miles of 
Birmingham, they are on the one hand all farmers, and for 12 
miles on the other, they are all manufacturers, 

The people of Birmingham, I {peak of the middling and 
ordinary clafs of manufacturers retain in many things, as has 
been already obferved in the inftance of their attachment to 
taverns and other public-houfes, the manners of other times, 
They are expenfive in eating and drinking, and in clothes too. 
Bat they give themfelves notrouble about the ftyle or mode 
in which they live. Men who employ under them great nume 
bers of workmen, and who fpend from two tothree handred 
a.year, live in their kitchens, which are kept remarkably clean 
however, in good order, and well furnifhed. It is fincerely to 
be wifhed, that this fragal fpirit may long continue to predo= 
minate in our great manofacturing cities. ‘I'he introduétion of 
Juxury into any place is uiually followed by a decay of manu. 
fa€tures, Indolence and pleafure, as we learn from Holland, 
have a tendency to undermine the foundation of ftates founded 
on induftry. 





An ANECODOT E, 


Taylor’s apprentice was fent home with a {uit of cloaths 

to a gentleman, who the foreman told him always gave a 
fhilling upon thofe occafions; and, as that was the foreman’s 
perquifite, charged the boy not to cheat him, by pretending he 
had not received fo mach, When the boy arrived at the genile- 
man’s houfe, and delivered the cloaths, he made him a prelent 
of only fixpence.——The boy was highly chagrined at this difs 
appointment, imagining the foreman would apprehead he had 
pocketed half what he had received. He therefore thought of 
this droll expedient. ‘** Sir, (fays he tothe geatleman who 
gave him fixpence) I with you would give me two fixpences for 
a fhilling.” He readily confented, but when he had gives the 
boy the change, he prefented him with the fixpence he had re- 
ceived from him, ‘** Why this is only fixpeuce,” (jays the 
gentleman), ‘* You are miltaken, Sir, (replied the boy) its 
muft be a fhilling, for our foreman fays you always give a 
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fhilling.”—The gentleman was fo pleafed with the archnefs of 
the boy, that he gave him half a crown inftead of a fhilling. 





An Abfira& of the Wool Aa. 
[Anno regni vicefimo oftavo Georgii III. Regis, 1788] 
(Continued from page 187, and concluded.) 


ERSONS profecuted to give bail.—Adtions to be tried by 
jery of freeholders of a different county from that wherein 
the fact was committed. 

If perfons imprifoned for want of bail refufe to plead to in- 
formations, for one term, judgement to be entered againf 
them. 

Where there have not been made any feizure, out of which to 
reward profecutors, the commiffioners of the revenue are hereby 
to caufe one fhilling per pound weight for all fuch of the faid 
articles for which fuch offender or offenders fhall be convicted, 
or the fum of 4ol. in cafe the quantity cannot be known, to be 
paid by the Receiver General of the revenue, under the manage- 
ment of the ref{pective commiffioners, out of any publick money 
in his hands; and the money paid by any Receiver General, 
Cahhier, or other officer as aforelaid, fhall be accepted of and 
allowed in his account as fo much money paid to his Majefty, 
and every fuch officer is and fhall be hereby difcharged hereof 
accordingly ; any law, cuflom, or ufage to the contrary not. 
withftanding, 

Profecutions to be commenced in 3 years. 

The firft three perfons concerned in exporting fheep, &c. not 
being the owners, who thal] inform thereof, to be exempted 
from penalties ; and alfo the owner &c. of the thip, if he hall, 
within three months next after the knowledge thereof, or after 
his return into the kingdom ot Great Britain, give the firft in- 
formation thereof before any of the Barons of the Court of Exe 
chequer for the time being, or before the head officer of any 
port where he fhall firit arrive, or before any juftice or juftices of 
the peace, vpon his or their oath, of the number and quaatity 
of the faid articles fo carried, conveyed, and tranfported, and 
by whom, where, and in what fhip or veffel, and fhall enter into 
recognizance to his faid Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, with 
two {ufficient fureties, before any jultice of the peace, in the 
{um of 4ol, cach, perfonally to appear and give eyidence of the 
fame. 

23 Hen. 
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23 Hen. VII[. Chap. 17, and 13 Eliz. Cap. 25, recited, and 
the penalty thereby impofed on deceitful winding of wool in- 
creafed to 2s. per fleece, the wool to be to the prover thereof, 

Offences againit the recited afts may be determined by a 
jaftice in a fummary way. 

Complaints for deceitful winding of wool to be difcharged, if 
there appears no intention to defraad. 

The aforefaid penalty, if not paid in fix days, to be levied 
by diftrefs. 

Perfons complained of for felling wool deceitfully wound, 
may, if it was done without their privity, require the appear- 
ance of the party that fo wound it, before a juftice, who is to 
determine the matter, &c. 

Perfons aggrieved may appeal to the quarter feflions, &c. 

No conviétion to be fet afide for want of form. 

Juitices at the quarter feflions may adminifter to perfons prow 
perly qualified to be fworn winders of wool, the following oath, 
which is to be entered in the records of the feflions. 


I A, B. do {wear, That I will truly and juftly, without dee 
ceit, wind and fold all and fingular the wool which I fhall take 
upon me to wind and fold, without leaving or putting any clay, 
lead, ftones, fand, tails, deceitful locks, lambs wool, or any 
other thing, whereby the fleece may be made more weighty, to 
the deceit and lofs of the buyer; and thatI will not afe any 
other deceit, craft, guile, or fraud, in the winding or foldiag 
of any fuch aforefaid wool. 

So help me God. 


But perfons not fo fworn may be employed. 

No profecuticn to be commenced for offences prior to 
May 1, 1788, againft the laws refpecting the exportation of live 
fheep, &c. 

His Majefty’s thare of fines now due, or which may become 
due in profecutions now pending, to be remitted, and reverfal 
of cutlawries may be applied for. 

In aétions brought by perfons claiming the benefit of this 
act againit officers, &c, for any thing in regard to matters heres 
by difcharged, they may plead the general iffue. 

Not to extend to the difcharge of any f{eizure of wool, &c. of 
any prefecution now depending, &c. in refpeds to fuch parts 
of fines as belong to the informer ; but fuch {uits may be pro- 
ceeded on. 

Actions 1o be commenced within fix months after the fat 
committed, and are to be laid within the county where it was 
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done or committed ; and the perfon or perfons fo fued may file 
common bail, or enter a common appearance, and plead the 
general iflue, not gailty, and may give this act, and {pecial mate 
ter, in evidence atthe trial, and that -the fame was done in 
purfuance and by the authority of this aé&t: And if upon the 
trial it thall appear to be fo done, the jury fhall find for the de. 
fendant or defendants ; and in fuch cafe, or if the faid plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, or profecutor, fhall become nonfuit, or fuffer dif- 
continvance, or if any demurrer judgement be given againft the 
plaintift. the defendant or defendants in any fuch cafe fhall re- 
cover treble cofts, which he or they fhall faftain by his or their 
defence to fuch ation or fuit. 

If in any action for a feizure a verdié be found for the 
claimer, he thall not be entitled to cofts if there was,a probable 
caufe for making it, &c. nor fhall the perfon or perfons who 
made any -fach feizure be liable to any action, inaiétment, or 
proiecation, on account thereof. 





Anecdotes of Frederick the Great, late King of Pruffia. 


HE Princefs Elizabeth of Proffia had ordered fome rich 
filk fora gown from Lyons, in France ; but foreign filks 
being totally prohibited in the Pruffian dominions, the excile- 
officer had the temerity to feize and confifcate the fame. The 
Princefs, very much irritated by this behaviour, fent the officer 
word, fhe was willing to pay the penalty, and requefted that he 
would bring the filk,—He obeyed—fhe took the gown from 
him—and giving him a {mart box on the ear, ordered him to be 
turned out of the apartnicnt. The officer thinking his honour 
wounded, had a long complaint drawn up by a lawyer refpecting 
his cafe, which he delivered to the King.. To which he gave the 
following anfwer : * | agree to loie the duty— Let the Princefs 
kecp the filk—and the officer the box on the ear ; as to his 
being difhonoured, I declare the touch of a fair hand cannot 
cithonour the face of an excife officer.” 


On the introductioa of a new hymne-book, four parithes 
petitioned the King for permiffion to ofe the old one, with 
which they were much better acquainted ; and received the 
following anfwer ; 

** His Majeity, our moft gracious Sovereign, is too fenfible of 
the invaluabie privilege of a reafonable ana prudent toleration 
in religious matters, to take amifs the petition of the four 
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parifhes, delivered by them on the ith inftant, and much lefs 
to appofe the fame. His Majefty, on the contrary, is of opinion, 
that the duty of every good Sovereign, and father of his country, 
makes it a pofitive and unalterable law, to give full liberty to 
his fubjeéts to believe and arrange their worfhip as they pleafe ; 
but fo far only as their dcétrines and religious ceremonies are 
not contrary to the peace of our flate, or to the good morals of 
our country ; therefore his Majefty will not fuffer the conitraint 
to prevail in the churches refpecting the catechifm or hymne 
books, but is pleafed to allow that every creed fhall be and ré~ 
main entirely at the fubjedts difcretion. And yet the new cates 
chifm and the new hymn book are perhaps more intelligible, 
more rational, and more confiltent with true zeligion ; as fo 
many other parifhes, at the head of which are fo many perfons 
of eftablithed reputation, have given the preference to the latter. 
The faid: four parifhes, therefore, may make themfclves very 
eafy ; fince, as already mentioned, they as well as all their fel- 
low fabjeéts are perfectly at liberty to believe, and fing whatever 
they pleafe. 
Berlin, Fan. 18, 1781. «« FREDERICK.” 


The King’s own poftfcript. 
*¢ Every one may believe what he pleafes, if he is but honeft. 

Refpeéting the hymn book, every body is at liberty to fing —- 

* At prefent all the woodlands fleep ; 

Men, beafts, and towns, and fields, &c. 
of fuch fimilar nonfenfical and foolith ftuff. And the prietts 
are not to forget toleraticn ; for their hobby horfe perfecution 
will never be fuffered in my dominions. 

« FREDERICK.” 


* An old evening hymn, well known in moft parts of Germany. 


The Marfhal of the Court, the Count V——~d $***, folicited 
the King that his Majefty would be pleafed to prefer his fon in 
the military line, 

Hn King returned to the Coant the following Cabinet 
order : 

*¢ Wellborn, beloved, faithful ! 

** Ihave obferved the folicitation refpe&ing your fon, by 
your letter of the zad of May: and muft tell you, that long 
ago I have given orders to admit no Counts into my army ; bee 
caufe, after having ferved one or two years, they generally ree 
turn home. If your fon really wifhes to ferve, his title malt 
have nothing to do with his military duty ; nor can he ever ad~ 
vance, if he does not findy his profeffion, 
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The King’s own poftcript. 

** Young Noblemen who learn nothing are ignoramufes in 
all countries, In England the King’s own fon is now buta 
midfhipman on board a man of war, to learn the duties of the 
fervice. If, therefore, any thing is to be done for the Count 
in order to bis becoming ufefaJ to the world in general, and his 
country in particular, he muft never be vain of his birth and an 
empty title, for this is mere nonfenfe ; all muft depend on 


his perfcnal merit. 
*«* FREDERICK.” 





Memoirs of the celebrated Dwarf, Fofeph Boruwlafki, a 
Polifh Gentleman. Written by bimfelf. 


** Was born in the environs of Chaliez, the capital of Pee 

kucia, in Polith Reffia, in November 1739. My parents 
were of the middle fize ; they had five fons and one daughter ¢ 
and by one of thofe freaks of nature, which it is impoflible to 
account for, or perhaps to find another inftance of in the annals 
of the human fpecies, three of thefe children grew to above the 
middle ftatare, whilft the two others, like myfelf, reached only 
that of children in general at the age of four or five years. 

«* Lam the third of this aftonithing family. My eldeft broe 
ther, who at this time is about fixty, is near three inches taller 
than Iam ; he has conftantly enjoyed arobuft conftitution, and 
has ftill Rrength and vigour much above his fize and age ; he 
has lived a long time with the Caftelane Inowlafka, who honours 
him with her efteem and bounty ; and finding in him ability 
and fenfe enough, has ertruited him with the itewardthip and 
management of her 2ffiirs. 

«* My fecond brother was of a weak and delicate frames 
he died at 26, being at tbat time five feet 10 inches high. 
Thole who came into the world after me, were alternately tall 
whom was a female who died of the fmail- 
pox atthe age of 22, She was at that time two feet two inches 
high, and to a lovely figure united an admirably well-propor- 
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tioned fhape. 

«« Ic was eafy to judge from the very infiant of my birth, 
that’ I thould be extremely thor:, being at that time only cight 
inches 5 yet norwithitanding this diminutive proportion, I was 
neither weak nor puny: oo the contrary, my motiier, who fuck 
ied me, has often Geclzred that none of her children gave her 
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Iefs trouble. I walked, and was able to fpeak, at about the 
age common to other infants, and my growth was progreflively 
as follows :— 

At one year I was 11. inches high, Englifh meafure ; at 
three, 1 foot 2 inches ; at fix, 1 foot g inches; at ten, 1 foot 
g inches; at fifteen, 2 feet 1 inch; at twenty, 2 feet 4 inches 5 
at twenty-five, 2 feet 11 inches ; at thirty, 3 feet 3 inches.— 
This is the fize at which I remained fixed, without having after- 
wards increafed half a quarter of an inch; by which the 
affertion of fome naturalills proves falfe, viz. that Dwarfs grow 
during all their life-time. If this inftance were infufficient, 
I could cite that of my brother, who, like me, grew till 30 5 
and who like me, at that age, cealed to grew taller.” 

The hiftory and adventures of this extraordinary perfonage 
are almoft as uncommon as his figure and diminutive ftature, 
His family having been ruined, and being a fprightly, fenfidle, 
and pleafing little mortal, he was taken into the protection of 
fome perfons of the firft rank in hisown country ; but whofe 
favour he unfortunately lof, at about the age of twenty, by 
falling in love with, and marrying, a young lady of beauty and 
merit ; by whom he has had two children. 

For fome years after his marriage, he was chicAy fupported 
by prefents from his illuftrious friends and patrons, together 
with an annuity given him by the King of Poland. He alfo 
received confiderable emolument from the concerts which were 
fet on foot, for his benefit, at feveral courts in Germany, &c, 
but thefe refources proving rather precarious, he liftened to the 
joint advice of Sir R, Murray Keith, thea and now Britith ame 
baffador at Vienna, the Prince de Kaunitz, and the Baronde 
Breteuil, to pay avifitto England, where they affured him 
he was likely to meet with the moft generous reception ; and he 
was promifed letters of recommendation tothe greatelt pere 
fonages at the Britifh court, Accordingly he and his family 
arrived in London, by the way of France, &<. in March 1782, 
Among his recommendatory letters, thoie directed to the Duke 
and Duchefs of Devonfhire procured him their very kind and 
powerful patronage. He was likewile introduced to the Royal 
Family, from whom he received feveral diitinguifhed favours. 
Prefents and benefactions, however, being no certain provifioa 
for the permanent and comfortable maintenance of a family, 
Mr. B. very naturally grew anxious, and the moft humiliating 
fentiments took fuch poffedion of his mind, that he at length 
followed the advice of thofe who propoied his exhibiting him- 
felf, firft at one guinea, then at five fhillings, and then at half 
a-crown, 
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Thus has our little hero been decently fupported, as he very 
properly expreffes it, during the fix years that he has lived in 
England ; but we fear, from his account, that, by this time, 
the edge of curiofity being blunted, his income has fuffered a 
confiderable diminution.——Among other unfortunate events, a 
difhoneft fervant eloped with trinkets and valuables to a large 
amount ; and, which proved {till worfe, a falfe report of his 
accumulating a fortune in this country having reached the 
ears of the King of Poland, he difcontinued Mr. B.’s penfion. 

This narrative is concluded by the following ‘* painful re- 
flections,”’ and pathetic addrefs to England :— 

“«* Such is the piéture of what is paft ; it is eafy to fee how 
pains are mingled with pleafures, fears with hopes; but what 
is the fate ] am to expect ?—am I doomed tobe for ever the 
fport of neceffity, the flave of the moment ? Though I fhould 
{ubmit to this humiliating idea, would it lead to the hopeof 
fecoring, in fature, a decent maintainance for my wife and 
children? I have but a weak conftitution ; the weight of years 
grows every day more preffing ; fhould I be fnatched away 
from my family, what will become of them ;—whofe affiftance 
can they claim ?e-am | deftined to have, on my laft day, 
nothing in view, but the mifery and woe of all that is dear to 
me 2 Thefe are the pains and inquietudes which affail my heart 
aod dafh with bitternefs the moments of joy that I derive from 
my family, HadIbeen formed like other mortals, I could, 
like moft of them, have fubfifted by indultry and labour,—but 
my ftature has irrevocably excluded me from the common cir- 
tle of fociety ; nay, but few people only feem to take notice 
of my being aman, an honeft man, a manof feeling. How 
painful are thefe reflexions ! 

** O beneficent and generous nation! fhouldI fink under 
my griefs, Lrecommend to you my wife and children,—my 
children who came into life among you!—if I am not at the 
end of my career, then [ mutt repair to other climates, where, 
yielding to my deftiny, I will fubmit to that fate which feems 
to await me ; but } will take with me every where, will cherifh 
and carefully keep in the inmoft receffes of my heart, the grate- 
ful jentiments which your repeated favours has excited in me.” 





Anfwer, by F. Wheadon, of Mr. Quant’s School, Hinton 
‘St. George, to F. Colling’s borrowed Queftion inferted 
February 4, that given by T. Carn in the Entertainer for 
May 5 being erronecus. 

BY the quettion is conftituted a right < d triangle, in 

+ which is given, firft the bafe and hy pothenule to Oo 
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the perpendicular, or the height from that part of the 
rock level with the eye tothe top of the building, which 
per trig. iseafily found = 2903 fathoms; fecondly there 
is fufficient given to determine the height of the rock 
=287,4 fathoms. Now 290,3—287,4=29 fathoms or 
17,4 feet, the altitude of the edifice required. 

N.B. This queftion was taken verbatim from Youth’s 
Introduction to Trade and Bufinefs, by Mr. Clare, p. 153. 





4n ENIGMA, by W. Baker, of Somerton. 


HEN the cerulean regions round 
Are veil’d with thades of night ; 
And filence wrapp’d io fleep profound, 
Remote from folar light. 


Like them who make noSturnal tours, 
I wander here and there ; 

Swift as the fleeting midnight hours, 
Or gales of genial air, , 


I with the Jover fympathize 
Whom Cupid has trepann’d ; 

And various fentiments furmife 
Of the hymenial band. 


Though thefe chimeras foon depart, 
Confpicuoufly you’ ll find, 

That often I in fancy’s chart, 
Impreffions leave behind. 


It, peradventare, might be told, 
I’m legendary grown ; 

Yet ’mongit the written deeds of old 
My name with luftre fhone. 
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t§t The bymn * on the omnifcience of the great Creator” is too 
inaccurate and inkarmonious to appear in print. 


§1§ Jf £. B. will comprife bis ideas in a foorter compafs, bis 
letter foall have a place. 
POETRY. 
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ON SELF-KNOWLEDGE, 


O know one’s-felf is more, fince time begun, 
Than half the knowing, half the learn’d have done ; 

And harder far, whoe’er the progrefs tries, 
Than to efcort a Newton thro’ the kkies. 
How many vilit ev’ry foreignclime, 
'To lofe their virtue, or to murder time ! 
Avoiding ill, inftin@ively they roam, 
‘That worfe than Hydra ill, themfelves and home ; 
N& ere reflect, how likely is the chance 
That fools at home will fools return from France ; 
At leaft, among thefe wits Parifian-bred, 
The heels will bear the knowledge from the head. 
Why then is all this travelling madnefs fhown ? 
Becaufe quite to our facred felves unknown, 
But read thefe pages with ingenuous mind, 
Here all the charms of travelling you will find ; 
See greater wonders than at modern Rome, 
The breathing flatue, or the {peaking tomb ; 
Converfe with greater, envied yet by none, 
‘Than Proflia’s Lord, or Bourbon on a throne. 
Within ourielves, upon the Chrifian plan, 
God fhould himfelt {peak audibly to man ; 
And angels, when adoringly we kneel, 
Should whifper what they think, and what they fecl,.— 
Whee’er will take the intelleétual round, 
Wiil view whoie kingdoms but as fpots of ground, 
Where forms, call’d men, like puppets tinfel’d out, 
Or folemn firut, or lightly tkip about ; 
In iludies, actions, manners, and attire, 
Scarce more important than the race of wire. 
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To travel through the mazes of the mind 

Is to behold atone view all mankind, 

What our forefathers atually have been, 

What lateft times muft be, and times between. 

Nor can this fentimental tour engage 

More lovers elfewhere than in Mafon’s page. 

Thofe who have Europe’s various ftates furvey’d, 

And for their knowledge half their fabftance paid, 

Mutt ftill be taught, or hopes of heav’n forego, 

That, ftrangers tothemfelves, they nothing know. 

Here that fam’d ftone to wifdom’s fons is fold, 

Styl’d proudly the philofopher’s of old ; 

Than changing metals with more pow’r indu’d, 

Changing fubftantial evil into good : 

That wond’rous ftone, that ev’ry age has fought, 

But for the fubftance fill the fhadow caught, 

Till Mafon pointed out the hidden mine 

Where it was firft conceal’d by hand divine. 

On this bleft corner-flone your temple found, 

If you would build on confecrated ground : 

Some cubits height earth’s nobleft {tructures rife, 

Our Mafon’s building reaches to the tkies.x— 
Oh Mafon, how perfuafive is thy page, 

At once the praife and cenfure of the age ! 

Thy knowledge is the knowledge of the heart, 

With truth and genius ftampt oa ev’ry part; 

Freed from the cant and jargon of the {chools, 

Which makes thofe bigots who were only fools. 

Let the vain pompous fons of fcience rave, 

Sublimely trifling, and abfurd!y grave ; 

On gems and medals all their genius thown, 

To Mafon, virtue, and themfelves unknown ; 

Self-knowledge is the fource from wience we owe 

Tribute so thee who taught us firft to know ; 

Taught, that all learning is but {pecious art, 

Which centers not and fettles in the heart. 
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Why do mankind to fuch exceffes fly, 
Crimes fo enorm, and fins of icarlet dye? 
Why barter reaton, honeity, and truth, 
ies ; : ayn 
Lhe grey-hair’d iage, as well as tripling youth ; 
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Fora mere title, ribband, penfion, place, 

To fhon or gild political difgrace ? 

Becaufe they ne’er within themfelves retire, 
‘To analyfe one motive, or defire ; 

But led by fenfe, as {paniels by the nofe, 

Catch ev’ry bait that {portive Fortune throws 5 
As fith allur’d by a mere glofly wing, 

So they by any fhowy gilded thing.— 

O Thou ! from whom alone all wifdom flows, 
Thou God of mercy! kindly interpofe ; 

Pour thy own beam of knowledge on our mind, 
To know thee right, ourfelves and all mankind : 
Before us ftill thy precepts may we fet, 
Rememb’ring Thee, till we ourfelves forget. 





ON SOLITUDE, 


AIL ! facred folitude ! ferene abode ; 

Kind leader of the erring mind to God ! 
Hail! friend to thought, and friend to virtue’s train, 
Thou blifs in eafe, and {weet allay to pain ; 
Where humble virtue no proud infult Siam, 
Kind Lethe of our paffions and our cares ! 

In thades like thefe, reclufe, ferene, alone, 
Unknowing to the world I’d live unknown. 

Yet of divine philanthropy poffeft, 

My humble cot fhould give the weary reft, 
Screen the fad mourner, thare the breaking figh, 
And wipe the tear from fickly forrow’s eye ; 

And when thro’ {canty pow’r my aid fhall ceafe, 
I’}] breathe the with of univerfal peace ; 

With one fhort figh bid earthly fcenes adieu, 
And fairer climes and nobler joys purfue, 

Eafy and happy would the traufit be 

From earth’s low fcenes to immortality. 





LINES ON Me. ERSKINE, 
Omne Solum forti Patria eft. 
F noble ERSKINE’s birth North Britain boafts, 
And founds the pleader’s praife throughout her coafts ¢ 
Exulting land ! we envy thee no claim, 
Which gives increafe of luftre to thy fame ; 
Th’ exclufive riyht, ’tis needlefs to contend, 
** The world his country, and mankind his friend.” 
MEDICUS. 
Dorchefer, Auguft 24. 





